


Mission Statement

In a supportive Christian environment, reflecting the philosophy

of the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent,

St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School aims to provide

excellence in teaching and learning
within a broad, balanced and flexible curriculum
complemented by other school activities;
preparing confident, compassionate and capable young

women able to contribute in a global community.
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June 2016

Dear Parents / Guardians

Year 7 is a pivotal time for learning. The transition to Secondary School provides fertile ground for intellectual, social
and emotional development. Our curriculum is designed to foster positive attitudes to learning and promote
productive strategies. As such, the focus is on balance across the range of subject disciplines. It is important that we
take the opportunity at this time to engage students in conversations about what learning involves and how it is best
facilitated.

This book outlines the subjects which your daughter will undertake in 2017. These are reflective of the Australian
Curriculum and current trends in pedagogy. Students will study: English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, The Arts
(Music — full year, Drama and Visual Art — one semester each), Religious and Values Education, Health and Physical
Education, Science of Learning and Personal Development. As well as this, your daughter will be able to choose one
language from a choice of. French or Chinese (Mandarin). Students with learning difficulties or who are from a
background with English as a second language will be able to undertake Learning Enhancement instead of a language
choice.

Each of the subjects the girls will be studying comprises of content components and skills components. In Year 7 the
focus is on the process of learning rather than the outcomes. Of course when attention is given to the way students
are learning there are inevitable benefits in terms of outcomes.

We look forward to sharing the learning journey in Year 7 with you and your daughters. We welcome the triumphs
and the disappointments which this will entail in the knowledge that they are part of a rich and challenging array of
experiences leading to intellectual, social and emotional development.

Regards

Ros Curtis
PRINCIPAL
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ENGLISH

COURSE OVERVIEW

At St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School, students employ imagination, creativity and their appreciation of world views
to interpret and construct English texts that share their ideas, persuade audiences and address issues and events in
their own lives and communities.

The Year 7 English program therefore provides our students with repeated opportunities to engage with the
capabilities outlined in the Australian Curriculum. The study of English is central to the learning and development of
students in Australia, and although Australia is a culturally diverse nation, the ability to communicate effectively and
precisely in the English language is integral to participation in all areas of Australian life. English will therefore allow
students to develop their skills and knowledge in the area of English, as ethical and thoughtful members of Australian
society, and they will be presented with opportunities to engage imaginatively and critically with literature.

TOPICS OF STUDY

English at St Margaret’s is organi
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Year 7 Health and Physical Education program provides students with opportunities to develop the knowledge,
processes, skills and attitudes necessary for making informed decisions about personal, social and community health. It
also focuses on the concepts/skills for movement and physical activity. Students have three HPE lessons per week —
two concentrating on practical elements and one on the theoretical components of health.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Semester
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LEARNING ENHANCEMENT 8 Elective

Learning Enhancement is an intensive course for students requiring literacy and numeracy support across all areas of
the curriculum. Skills in the specific areas of writing, reading, speaking, listening, organisation and numeracy are
developed throughout the course. The context for this program is the course work of high literacy and numeracy
demand areas such as English, Mathematics, Science and Humanities. The course consolidates relevant content,
coherence and standard documentation in academic writing of various types. Students are also introduced to different
study skill strategies.

The course is selected as an elective for students with a diagnosed disability, an identified learning difficulties or
requiring ESL support. Students can choose to attend Learning Enhancement for a semester or a full year provided
they meet the eligibility standard as outlined in the Learning Enhancement Policy.

WRITING

Writing skills — including planning, scaffolding, drafting, revising and self-editing
Spelling and punctuation

READING

Reading, viewing and interpreting various tables, diagrams, maps and charts
Higher order comprehension skills
Vocabulary development

LISTENING AND SPEAKING

Active listening
Participation in formal and informal conversations and group discussions
Oral language skills

NUMERACY

Language of Mathematics - vocabulary
Basic Mathematical skills, understanding and application
Comprehension and strategies for problem solving

STUDY SKILLS

Independent learning skills

Goal setting

Note-taking skills, paraphrasing and summarising
Organisation

Assistive technology

vd
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MATHEMATICS

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Year 7 curriculum focuses on developing and refining mathematical understanding, fluency, logical reasoning,
analytical thought and problem-solving skills. The content involved in this subject is organised into a number of
strands, which in turn includes a number of topics. These strands are:

(i) Number and Algebra

(i) Measurement and Geometry

(iii) Statistics and Probability

Underpinning the study of Mathematics at St Margaret’s are the following general capabilities:

Literacy

Numeracy

Information and communication technology (ICT) capability
Critical and creative thinking

Personal and social capability

Ethical understanding

Intercultural understanding

TOPICS OF STUDY

Whole numbers

Angles

Number properties and patterns
Decimals, fractions and percentages
Algebraic expressions

Integers
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Literacy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Numeracy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Information-and-Communication-Technology-capability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Critical-and-creative-thinking
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Personal-and-social-capability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Ethical-understanding
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Intercultural-understanding

RELIGIOUS & VALUES EDUCATION
(RVE)

COURSE OVERVIEW

Religious and Values Education introduces the students to a Christian way of life, as well as the aims and objectives of
the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent.

TOPICS OF STUDY

The Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent
History of St Margaret’s as an Anglican School
The School Chapel

Christianity — The Basics

“Big Questions” — Christian Living and The Bible
The Liturgical year — Advent and Christmas
Baptism and Communion

World religions —
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SCIENCE OF LEARNING

COURSE OVERVIEW

Year 7 students study Science of Learning
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THE ARTS

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Y
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Contact Details

Dean of Pedagogy

Ms Samantha Bolton
3862 0703 /sbolton@stmargarets.qld.edu.au

Dean of Studies
Mrs Nicole Devlin
3862 0873 /ndevlin@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

Careers Counsellor



